
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD 

CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM  

100 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE – 8th Floor 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301    

OCTOBER 27, 2014 - 6:30 PM 

 

 

Also Present - Sustainability Division of Public Works 

Nancy J. Gassman, PH.D. Assistant Public Works Director   

Tyler Whitmire, Staff Liaison  

Carlos Berriz, SR Auto and Equip Engineer, Fleet Services  

Adrienne Ehle, Planner III  

Jimmy Koeth, Principal Planner  

Gene Dempsey, Urban Forester 

 

Call of Order/Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Alberani at 6:32 pm, roll was called, and it 

was determined a quorum was present. Jim Moyer joined at 6:35 and Steven Cook 

arrived 7:15.  

 

Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

A concern was raised regarding Old Business - FPL Community Solar related to the 

second bullet: He was against arrays being exclusive to the power utility.  Board 
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members requested that staff confirm that the “board” commended FPL for making the 

effort.  September minutes will be approved at the next meeting. 

Staff Liaison Report 

Tyler Whitmire gave a brief overview of the delay of the SAB communications at the 

October 21 Commission Conference Meeting. Ms. Eckels recommended members 

discuss the SAB Communication with their board members on Monday evenings in 

advance of the Tuesday Commission meetings.  Ms. Whitfield requested a clarification 

of the Communication approval process. 

SE FL Regional Climate Leadership Conference was discussed as successful and 

internationally attended.  

The new ESMS (Environmental and Sustainability Management System) program was 

briefly discussed and MaryAnn Johnston introduced as the new coordinator.  This 

program is tied to the Action item in the Sustainability Action Plan. 

The Sustainability Division will be using interns to support the tree canopy strategic plan. 

Mr. Whitmire offered the Board Guide to members. 

Carlos Berriz with the City’s Fleet Services briefly described the outcome of the 

Southeast Region Alternative Fuel Conference in Raleigh, North Carolina this month. He 

discussed the passionate nature of alternative fuel advocates/vendors.  He confirmed 

that Fort Lauderdale Fleet is performing or considering many of the criteria to reduce 

fuel consumption that were recommended at the conference. 

Dr. Goetz recommended an order change on the agenda to have Florida-Friendly 

Landscape Ordinance moved forward.  The Board agreed. 

 

Presentations on City Initiatives 

Florida Friendly Landscape (FFL) Ordinance - Adrienne Ehle introduced Gene Dempsey, 

the city’s Urban Forester. Gene noted that the ordinance revision targeted the use of 

FFL to reduce water use in the city.  The City’s ordinance is consistent with the Broward 

County NatureScape ordinance and is consistent with the city vision, South Florida 

Water Management District (SFWMD) plans and Regional Climate Action Plan. The 

ordinance meets six of the nine FFL principles (Right Plant, Right Place, Manage Yard 

responsibly, recycle yard waste, reduce stormwater runoff, and protect the 

waterfront…).  Plants should be grouped by their irrigation needs. Mr. Dempsey showed 

examples of local landscapes to reduce turf, to increase the use of mulch and use 

plants to protect the waterfront.  He recommended Floridayards.org as a good website 



to help plan out residential gardens. He showed how FFL can incorporate color.  The 

ordinance aligns with FDEP, SFWMD and Broward County’s ordinances. Modifications in 

the proposed ordinance include new definitions, increases in the percentage of 

required native plants, limits turfgrass and increases the use of street trees. Upgraded 

criteria reflect sustainability principles, such as including fruit trees.  A proposed change 

includes requiring a permit for removal of smaller trees.  

It was recommended that once the ordinance is approved, a flyer needs to go out on 

“Next Door” to summarize the changes. Chair Alberani suggested incorporating 

incentives. 

Daniel Ayers proposed the Board submit a communication to the Commission to 

support the new FFL changes proposed by staff. It was seconded by Vicki Eckels. In a 

voice vote, it was unanimous.   

  

Presentation by Members 

Geoengineering Resolution – Richard McCurdy, citizen and Judy Summers representing 

the grandsons and granddaughters of the pioneers of Fort Lauderdale. Mr. McCurdy 

noted that con trails (the white trails behind jets in the sky) morph into a haze.  He 

stated the contrails contain chemicals including Aluminum and Barium.  Chair Alberani 

noted that there are trials to use contrails to seed the sky to reduce the impacts of 

climate change. Mr. McCurdy wants people to increase the awareness. A You-tube 

video was shown.  

Ms.  Whitfield – The Sustainability Action Plan includes air quality and the need to 

address climate issues.  She stated that chemtrails contain aluminum, barium, and 

strontium. There is a NATO program to spray geoengineering chemicals.  There is an 

international protest against geoengineering.  Local governments are starting to show 

concern and she showed slides of chemical trails over Fort Lauderdale.  The proposed 

ordinance is one city saying no to a larger organization. She wants to encourage the 

SAB to consider vetting this topic and identifying the sprayers.  

Dr. Goetz expressed his doubts on the evidence of chemical trails and medical 

impacts. He reviewed the articles provided. He believes that none of the articles 

support that this type of geoengineering is occurring. The articles did not recommend a 

ban but did recommend that geoengineering should be regulated at the national or 

international level, and was not aware of science to support the occurrence of 

geoengineering. 

Chair Alberani reminded the board of its mission. She noted the connection of this topic 

to air quality, but felt this was beyond the scope of the SAB.  Other members supported 



that this topic was too big for the SAB and may not be directly relevant. Ms. Whitfield 

will do additional research. 

8:25 Jim Moyer stepped out.  

Public Comment 

A member of the public, Laura Croscenco, expressed concern about exposure to 

second hand smoke in parks and at the beach.  She noted that the Commission was 

supportive (BUS 4 October 24  3:15 pm afternoon agenda). She is asking the 

Sustainability Advisory Board to support having a designated smoke-free beach and 

endorse and support this in Tallahassee.  Matthew Competiello with American Lung 

Association – supporting no smoking designation for parks, beaches etc. Dr. Goetz 

asked if any city had a similar ordinance or information on economic impacts of 

second hand smoke.  Ms. Croscenco asked if we can send a resolution to Commission 

for designating a smoke free beach. Staff offered to collate information on the topic for 

the SAB.   

 

Hybrid Electric Vehicle 

Dr. Goetz reviewed his memo on the Hidden costs. On hybrid vehicles, the life cycle 

carbon costs of hybrid and electrical vehicles are as bad or worse than conventional 

vehicles when it comes to pollution. The electrical energy use to make hybrids are 

greater for the light frames and manufacture of the batteries. The consensus of the 

studies is that until the grid includes more renewable energy, we should not support 

hybrid vehicles. CAFÉ standards allow car manufacturers to average out the emissions 

from the high economy vehicles to the low. For every high economy vehicles, a 

manufacturer can put out a low economy vehicle. Ms. Eckels noted that it is a bitter pill 

to swallow to note this about hybrids. She noted that the cost of solar was coming down 

and that technological advances help improve technology.  

Mr. Ayers quoted a New York Times article that the issue of these cars is not so much 

that they are using fossil fuels, but rather that they are using a lot of carbon. The grid is 

less carbon intense than it was five years ago. What may have been true in the past is 

not true now. Ms. Whitfield tied the issue of technology evolution with economy then 

tied this to the Global BEM conference on suppressed technology.  The discussion 

turned toward the fleet criteria for lifecycle analysis. It was noted that as electric 

vehicles are used over time, the electricity is getting cleaner.  The emissions are 

displaced from the vehicle tailpipe to the manufacturer.  Dr. Goetz suggested that we 

need to be careful to use pilots and not put all of our focus on one options. City fleet 

should consider lifecycle costs. Steve will provide his reference to the newer American 

Society Academy report.  



Board would like to bridge academia and city pilot projects to take advantage of the 

untapped talent and resources available at the universities. 

Old Business 

FPL Community Solar 

The Board took up the topic of the proposed public/private partnership to create a 

Community Solar array.  FPL is fronting the money to generate electricity with 

customer’s volunteer funding.  Dr. Gassman explained the potential benefits. Board 

members expressed concerns related to any potential impacts to Property Assessed 

Clean Energy financing, the availability of other models for community solar that allows 

greater and more direct return on the community solar and potential disincentives this 

could create from installing solar.   

Dr. Goetz read his proposed resolution.  A concern was raised that a portion of the 

resolution was more opinion than fact. Another Board member was concerned about 

the transparency of the project and would like to have some sort of requirements in 

place that will allow the City and the neighbors to see how much money is donated, 

where it goes and how much energy is produced.  The partnership should try to create 

co-benefits to the greatest extent possible including addressing peak power load and 

to make a more concerted effort to move forward with some sort of design that will 

benefit the neighbors directly 

The Board discussed a communication rather than a resolution. They recommended 

starting with bullet two and three and recommended that the City reconsider the FPL 

Community Solar projects  and focus on a project that directly benefit the City, strong 

accountability and the money will go towards actual community benefits.   The project 

should not impact PACE.  Staff has indicated that this project is moving forward, that 

staff is auditing and additional opportunities for solar are being pursued.  

Dr. Gassman mentioned that FPL approached the City about the opportunity and we 

are working together to reach agreeable terms during the negotiations, which are still in 

process.   Plug in car charging stations, and LED lighting for the park were some of the 

possible options that have been discussed.   

The group agreed to put together a new communication supporting the project with 

some conditions.   They want to encourage the Commission to negotiate for more 

tangible and direct neighbor benefits similar to other municipalities like plug in car 

chargers, and LED lights.  They also indicated the word “community” could be removed 

from the name of the project since it is not a true community project but a way for FPL 

to get good press.    

 



The Board expressed a general consensus and  supported Chair to draft the 

communication. 

Edible Forest 

Valerie Amor and Michael Madfis were in attendance to answer any questions about 

the edible forest communication and to propose their idea to write a white paper for 

the project.  Debate ensued about the next steps.    Should the board 1) attempt to 

collect research which already exists; 2) ask Valerie and Michael to write a white paper;  

3) create a communication to the commission that we support a RFQ, RFP; or 4) ask 

them to consider a pilot project with what we already know?  

It was agreed to table the discussion.    

 

Priority Setting as a future Topic of the Board 

A discussion started about how to productively move the group forward.  Should 

meetings be longer? How to make the meetings as productive as possible, understand 

what is happening at the city AND have substantive debates?  

It was agreed that the next meeting should focus on only the most important items and 

dedicate time for strategic priority setting for the 2015 year.    

Staff agreed to start pulling together the commissioners priorities as part of the process.   

 

Next Agenda 

For the next meeting,  it was agreed to:  

 

 Review smoke free beaches information that Tyler will send out this week and be 

prepared to consider writing a smoke free beaches communication. This could 

be used to help guide the City Manager as he prioritizes funding for the next 

fiscal year in February.   

 Table Edible Forest until after we get priority setting done.  

 Make priority setting a New Business item 

 Entertain a staff presentation on the Alternative Fuels Report 

 

Dr. Gassman briefly updated the Board about Sidewalk Obstruction parking and Trolley 

exhaust.    

Ms.Whitfield , Ms. Eckels, and Alena briefly discuss the BEM Conference and how it 

could be brought up in priority setting.     

Ms. Eckels – makes a motion to adjourn, Daniel Ayers seconds – unanimous vote  



10:13 Meeting adjourned. 

Next two meeting dates: November 24, December 15 

 


